EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 25
October 25, 2026, 9:30 AM
Holy Eucharist: Rite Il

Whoever you are, and wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome here, just as you are, to
experience God’s love.

St. John’s is a compassionate Christian community of healing, hope, and hospitality at the heart of Centreville's
Historic District. First consecrated on July 14, 1854, St. John’s was partially burned in the Civil War, rebuilt,
expanded, and is now home to many faith communities. To learn more about us, talk to one of our clergy, chat
up a neighbor, join us after worship, and visit us at stjohnscentreville.org.

Today’s service follows the red Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Responses are in bold. Music can be
found in the blue hymnals in your pew or in the bulletin. Participate as the Spirit moves you!

Services are live-streamed, so please be aware that you are being recorded. Cell phone use—texting, pictures,
video, social media—is encouraged, but please silence your devices and disable Wi-Fi during worship.

The Word of God
Prelude
Please take your seat as the music begins and prepare yourself quietly for worship.

Processional Hymn: H 551, “Rise up, ye saints of God!” Festal Song
Opening Acclamation BCP, p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity BCP, p. 355
Gloria: S 280, “Glory to God” Gloria in excelsis
Collect of the Day Proper 25, BCP, p. 235

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what
you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You
shall be holy, for | the Lord your God am holy.You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial
to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a
slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: | am the Lord.You shall
not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You
shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as
yourself: | am the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Response: Psalm 1, Beatus vir qui non abiit BCP, p. 585
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *

and they meditate on his law day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water,

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

It is not so with the wicked; *

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *

but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had already
suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to
you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure
motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the
gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as
God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise
from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ.
But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you
that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you
have become very dear to us.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn: H 609, “Where cross the crowded ways of life” Gardiner

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said
to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Now while the Pharisees were gathered
together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to
him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until | put your enemies under your feet”’?
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day
did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon: Emori Moore

The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358
Prayers of the People

Prayers are adapted from Gail Ramshaw, ed., Intercessions for the Christian People (Collegeville, MN:
Liturgical Press, 1990). If you’d like to add a loved one to the parish prayer list, please contact clergy or the
parish office.



O Lord of Love, hear our prayer.

Confession of Sin BCP, p. 360
Absolution BCP, p. 360
The Peace BCP, p. 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
The Holy Communion

The Offertory

At this time, the gifts of God in bread and wine and the gifts of the people are collected
and brought forward in thanksgiving. Thanks to all who have pledged a portion of their
time, talent, and treasure to God’s mission here at St. John’s.

As the Spirit moves you, please give generously by cash or check or use the QR code at
right to donate online. Donations of food and other items for Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries and the Katharine K. Hanley Family Shelter can be given to the usher or to the church office.

The Presentation of Alms & Oblations: H 380, vs. 3 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP, p. 367
Sanctus: S 129, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord”

Prayer B (cont.) BCP, p. 368
Therefore, according to his command, O Father:
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP, p. 364
The Breaking of the Bread BCP, p. 364
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem: S 161, “Lamb of God” Agnus Dei
Communion BCP, p. 365

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. The ushers will invite you forward to receive the
blessings that come from God’s altar. To receive the wafer, extend one hand over the other. If you wish to
receive the wine, take a sip by guiding the offered chalice to your lips. Dipping the wafer into the wine yourself
is not permitted. The bishop’s customary requires the minister to do it for you. If you wish the minister to
intinct, make a dipping motion or point to the minister when you approach. If you would like Communion
brought to you, please let an usher know. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than Communion,
please cross your arms over your chest as you approach.

The table belongs to the Lord and the invitation comes from God. There are many kinds of blessing that come
from it. Please come forward to receive them.

Communion Hymn: H 517, “How lovely is thy dwelling-place” Brother James’ Air
Post-Communion Prayer BCP, p. 365
Announcements

Blessing

Recessional Hymn: H 423, “Immortal, invisible, God only wise” St. Denio
Dismissal BCP, p. 366

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God.
Postlude



+ + + + + + + + + + 4+
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in thanksgiving for Lance and 61 marvelous years, by Libby
McCullough.

Socktober! Our Mission and Outreach Committee is collecting socks for Stone Middle School’s Winter
Boutique, where families can shop for seasonal clothing at no cost. Adult-size socks in dark colors are
especially needed. Please bring your donations of new socks to worship or to the church office by this
Thursday, October 29. Thank you for helping keep our neighbors warm this winter.

Thanksgiving Boxes. St. John’s has committed to provide 35 boxes of groceries to Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries (WFCM) for Thanksgiving. Please pick up a box in church or in the church office, shop for and fill the
box with the listed items, and return it during worship or to the parish office. Help our neighbors celebrate the
holiday and rejoice in thanksgiving.

Trick or Treat. Join St. John’s on Halloween this Saturday, October 31 to greet trick-or-treaters starting at 6
PM. Arrive in costume or as you are to our haunted hangout. Please bring gifts of candy to the parish office.

Celebrating All Saints Day. Next Sunday is All Saints Sunday. We will remember those who have died, those
we love but see no longer, especially those who passed in the last year. If there is someone you would like for
us to remember by name, whether they died in the last year or not, please contact the parish office.

Coffee Hour. Please join us in the hall after the service for coffee and refreshments.

Adult Lectionary Forum. If you’d like to discuss today’s readings in greater depth, grab coffee and a snack, and
join us in the library after the service.

Visit Us! For more information, visit stjohnscentreville.org and subscribe to our E-notes.

+ + ++ 4+ ++ 4+ ++ 4+
TODAY’S MINISTERS

Celebrant: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski Lector: Walt Cooner

Music Director:  Mandy Hull Alms Counters: Penny Parker, Marcia Evans
Vestry Member: George Dewey Altar Guild: Meg Cross

Acolyte: Val Tucker

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Kevin Laskowski, Rector, Priest@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lisa Heller, Senior Warden, SeniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lee Griffith, Junior Warden, JuniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Mandy Hull, Music Director, amandahull101@gmail.com
Terri Katon, Parish Administrator, ParishAdmin@StJohnsCentreville.com
Jeanette Nord, Ministry Partner Liaison, mpl@StJohnsCentreville.com

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday; 10:30 AM —2:30 PM
5649 Mount Gilead Road, Centreville, VA 20120 — 703-803-7500



