EriscorPAL CHURCH

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 17
August 30, 2026, 9:30 AM
Holy Eucharist: Rite Il

Whoever you are, and wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome here, just as you are, to
experience God’s love.

St. John’s is a compassionate Christian community of healing, hope, and hospitality at the heart of Centreville's
Historic District. First consecrated on July 14, 1854, St. John’s was partially burned in the Civil War, rebuilt,
expanded, and is now home to many faith communities. To learn more about us, talk to one of our clergy, chat
up a neighbor, join us after worship, and visit us at stjohnscentreville.org.

Today’s service follows the red Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Responses are in bold. Music can be
found in the blue hymnals in your pew or in the bulletin. Participate as the Spirit moves you!

Services are live-streamed, so please be aware that you are being recorded. Cell phone use—texting, pictures,
video, social media—is encouraged, but please silence your devices and disable Wi-Fi during worship.

The Word of God
Prelude
Please take your seat as the music begins and prepare yourself quietly for worship.

Processional Hymn: H 450, vs. 1-3,6, “All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!” Coronation
Opening Acclamation BCP, p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity BCP, p. 355
Gloria: S 280, “Glory to God” Gloria in excelsis
Collect of the Day Proper 17, BCP, p. 233

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name;
increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Jeremiah 15:15-21

O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. In your
forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account | suffer insult. Your words were found, and | ate
them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for | am called by your name, O Lord,
God of hosts. | did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your hand |
sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to
be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. Therefore, thus says the Lord:

If you turn back, | will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not
what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.



And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not
prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. | will deliver you out of the hand
of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Response: Psalm 26:1-8, Judica me, Domine BCP, p. 616

Give judgment for me, O Lord, for | have lived with integrity; *

| have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

Test me, O Lord, and try me; * examine my heart and my mind.

For your love is before my eyes; * | have walked faithfully with you.

| have not sat with the worthless, * nor do | consort with the deceitful.

| have hated the company of evildoers; * | will not sit down with the wicked.

| will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, * that | may go in procession round your altar,
Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

Lord, | love the house in which you dwell * and the place where your glory abides.

Second Lesson: Romans 12:9-21
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo
one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to
be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If
it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn: H 379, “God is Love, let heaven adore him” Abbot’s Leigh

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the
glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly | tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski

The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358



Prayers of the People

Prayers are adapted from Gail Ramshaw, ed., Intercessions for the Christian People (Collegeville, MN:
Liturgical Press, 1990). If you’d like to add a loved one to the parish prayer list, please contact clergy or the
parish office.

Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, strengthen us.

Confession of Sin BCP, p. 360
Absolution BCP, p. 360
The Peace BCP, p. 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
The Holy Communion

The Offertory

At this time, the gifts of God in bread and wine and the gifts of the people are collected
and brought forward in thanksgiving. Thanks to all who have pledged a portion of their
time, talent, and treasure to God’s mission here at St. John’s.

As the Spirit moves you, please give generously by cash or check or use the QR code at
right to donate online. Donations of food and other items for Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries and the Katharine K. Hanley Family Shelter can be given to the usher or to the church office.

The Presentation of Alms & Oblations: H 380, vs. 3 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP, p. 367
Sanctus: S 129, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord”

Prayer B (cont.) BCP, p. 368
Therefore, according to his command, O Father:
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP, p. 364
The Breaking of the Bread BCP, p. 364
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem: S 161, “Lamb of God” Agnus Dei
Communion BCP, p. 365

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. The ushers will invite you forward to receive the
blessings that come from God'’s altar. To receive the wafer, extend one hand over the other. If you wish to
receive the wine, take a sip by guiding the offered chalice to your lips. Dipping the wafer into the wine yourself
is not permitted. The bishop’s customary requires the minister to do it for you. If you wish the minister to
intinct, make a dipping motion or point to the minister when you approach. If you would like Communion
brought to you, please let an usher know. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than Communion,
please cross your arms over your chest as you approach.

The table belongs to the Lord and the invitation comes from God. There are many kinds of blessing that come
from it. Please come forward to receive them.

Communion Hymn: H 513, “Like the murmur of the dove’s song” Bridegroom
Post-Communion Prayer BCP, p. 365
Announcements

Blessing

Recessional Hymn: H 644, vs. 1-4, “How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds” St. Peter



Dismissal BCP, p. 366
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

Postlude
+ + + + + + + 4+ + + +

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Lance McCullough, by Libby McCullough.

Celebration of New Ministry, September 20, 5:00 PM. St. John’s is celebrating! The formal installation of a
new rector is an important milestone in the history of any church, the celebration of a new chapter in our
ministry together. On Sunday, September 20, we will welcome many special guests, local clergy and parishes,
and many family and friends of Father Kevin. Following a worship service in our Lower Level Parish Hall (yes!),
we will share an informal supper and continue the celebration. In the tradition of St John’s hospitality, please
sign up to help and bring what you can. We will need lots of helpers to welcome our many guests on the 20th.

Centreville Day, October 17, 10:00 AM-4:00 PM. This annual community celebration in the historic district
features food trucks, local vendors, history, entertainment, and, of course, St. John's! The stage is in our
parking lot, and we need you to make the day everything it can be. Look for the many ways you can
participate before, during, and after this important event on our website. Sign up today!

Preaching? In this week’s e-notes, senior warden Lisa Heller spoke to her experience in the pulpit. Lay
preaching has a growing place in the Episcopal Church, and, we hope, here at St. John’s. There are many
guidelines and resources for those who feel called to proclaim the word on Sunday. But even if you just want
to try it one time, Lisa said, our Gospel — the story of a God of unfathomable power who nonetheless chooses
to have a relationship with us —is a story you’ll never get tired of telling. If you think you might be called to
this ministry, or are just curious, contact Fr. Kevin.

Bible Study. Bible study will resume after Labor Day, Wednesdays at 11:00 AM and Thursdays at 7:00 PM. Stay
tuned as we tackle the prophet Ezekiel after Labor Day and then selections from Isaiah on the Messiah in
Advent!

Coffee Hour. Please join us in the hall after the service for coffee and refreshments.

Adult Lectionary Forum. Our Forum is back after its summer hiatus. If you’d like to discuss today’s readings in
greater depth, grab coffee and a snack, and join us in the library after the service.

Visit Us! For more information, visit stjohnscentreville.org and subscribe to our E-notes.
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TODAY’S MINISTERS

Celebrant: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski Acolyte: Julie Sullivan

Music Director:  Laura Walsh Lector: Walt Cooner

Vestry Member: Libby McCullough Alms Counters: Marie McDermott, Marcia Evans
Altar Guild: Durinda Smith

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Kevin Laskowski, Rector, Priest@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lisa Heller, Senior Warden, SeniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lee Griffith, Junior Warden, JuniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Mandy Hull, Music Director, amandahull1l01@gmail.com
Terri Katon, Parish Administrator, ParishAdmin@StJohnsCentreville.com
Jeanette Nord, Ministry Partner Liaison, mpl@StJohnsCentreville.com

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday; 10:30 AM —2:30 PM
5649 Mount Gilead Road, Centreville, VA 20120 — 703-803-7500



